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"We had a very good trip."
I realize that I have said that after each of my trips to Ethiopia and I say it again because it is absolutely

true. Accompanied by Zerihun, Alernu and Adise, Scott and I had an excellent trip and I continue to be excit-
ed about the spread of the gospel in that country. When we first went to Ethiopia in
1999there were just the two "sponsoring church" congregations in Addis Ababa and
they controlled all of the village congregations. Additionally, each operated secular
schools in Addis and in the countryside. We told them we did not do the sponsoring
church arrangement and we did not use churches to build schools. If they wanted
us to come we would simply teach them the scriptures. Thanking us for the classes
we taught they begged us to return. Sixteen years later, there are at least 340 inde-
pendent congregations in Ethiopia. Some of these had been with the Mission groups
but most are new congregations in new areas and the growth continues.

My focus in the work there has been the teaching of their preachers and teachers. Our son, Scott, and
one of my local preachers, Steve Patton, have alternated going with me each year. We go to three different are-
cg; in the countryside and bring preacher? from wide areas to common places for classes. We divide the groups _
on their experience in the gospel and each of us teaches for a day and a half to each group. Other Americans
go to Ethiopia and do excellent work teaching among the same people but different programs are used. The
Ethiopians are very appreciative and the maturing of the preachers is evident.

This year we had 157students at Hosanna, 104 in Awassa and 54 at DebraZeit. We furnish a small sti-
pend for their food and bed and in some circumstances give help for travel. They come from a wide area for

the classes and pay a part of their expenses. We have
tried to teach the Ethiopians they have obligations and
should not rely on Americans for everything.

From interested brethren and from several con-
gregations we have received funds that enable us to
make the trip, to hold the classes, and to provide limited
financial help for some of the preachers. Other Ameri-
cans who go there also help with preacher support and
teaching programs. There are hundreds of preachers in the countryside and most of
them have small plots of ground where they raise most of their food. Small financial
supplements are provided for many of these to encourage them in their gospel
work. Most of these receive 12 to 20 U'.S, dollars per month as a supplement ena-
bling them to spend more time in preaching and to do some traveling.
The country has been hurt by inflation in recent years and this does particular harm
to our preaching brethren. Construction is rampant in all of the cities. Everywhere

you look there are major commercial buildings going up and the government is building condominiums in
many towns. This does not benefit the day workers in the cities or the farmers in
the countryside. Most preachers suffer a loss of purchasing power.

Travel is considerably better now than when we first went. Many of the
main roads are now paved but the pavement is al-
ready showing signs of failure. Most roadwork has
been done by the Chinese and Koreans. But! the first
Expressway in East Africa is partially complete. We
drove a part of it between Awassa and DebraZeit.
The roads inside the city are still crowded with cattle
and sheep brought for sale for the New Year Cele-
bration September 11.
Most of the countryside people continue to live in

the traditional round house with a grass roof and dirt floor. It appears that most
new houses are" square" with metal roofs and still with dirt floors. Limited elec-
tric service is available in the countryside but very few houses are connected. (I



The Preachers and their Work
Without question, the strength of the work and the spread of the gospel in Ethio-
pia are from God's use of the brethren there: in particular, the preachers. Many of
them are eff.ecfu.el~g_andl.J:hank_Go.d..£Qr_my_a££Qcia-tiQ.n with them. Fer -- -
most of the years I have gone there, my main contacts have been with Zerihun
and Alemu. When we first went in 1999,Zerihun was the preacher for the
"mission" church at Bolewhere our classes were held. Since then, he has married,
completed a college degree, and helped to start and now preaches for the first in-
dependent congregation in Addis Ababa. He is the "go to" guy for most of us
who go to Ethiopia and he coordinates and accompanies most of my trips. He is a

diligent, intelligent, dedicated student and preacher and has unusual insight and judgment. (Iwish we could
clone him)! He is a faithful brother and one of my close friends.

Alemu also demonstrates much ability and gives good service to my work and to me. Before commit-
ting all of his time to preaching, he was a government accountant. In Addis he preaches with Zerihun at the
Kotebe congregation. He accompanies me on all of my trips and effectively handles any of the funds I have for
the classes, support, etc. I appreciate him and depend on him greatly.

From the growth of the congregations it is evident that many of the preachers are reaching out to new
areas. I want to tell you about a couple of these men whose work is almost unbelievable. There are many other
good workers but these are outstanding and I have been close to them.

know of no Christians in the countryside with
electricity). Water is available at town wells or
springs. Young men deliver water in the towns
and provide light hauling on carts; either hand
driven or pulled by a donkey. '

Sunday Worship
My first Sunday was in Addis and I worshiped with the small congregation

at Megenagna where Adise preaches. This church has lost its meeting place and is
struggling for a replacement. Costs in the intercity are extremely high and may
force this group to disband. Adise is a strong and effective worker and I regret their

difficulty.
Both Saturday and Sunday in the countryside we visit-
ed with the brethren at Hosanna. Tagessa Shemebo
preaches here and seems to be doing a good work.
There are many congregations in the areas around Ho-
sanna but this church has been meeting only about 5
years. With the help of countryside churches the Ho-
sanna brethren have bought a lot in a residential (7)
area and hope someday to build a meetinghouse.
Many young people come to Hosanna for High School
and the countryside brethren are anxious for a congre-
gation here for the benefit of their children.
Scott and I preached at services on Sunday before our

/trip to Awassa. About 25 were in attendance and the spirit of the group seems pos-
itive and enthusiastic. Tagessa is very calm in manner but has obvious acceptance.
Before moving to Hosanna to preach he was chosen in his village area to be their
government representative.

The last Sunday (my 3rd) I visited and spoke for a new group in Burayu, a more rural area that joins Ad-
dis. 42 of us met in their new building which is about 14 by 18 feet, all corrugated metal with one door and no
windows! Charla, the preacher, is very enthusiastic and I think this group will prosper. This same day, Scott
preached at Kara where Wubishet preaches.
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Demake is one of the older preachers who in early years was associated
with the mission group and has worked independently now for several years.
His home congregation at Tita has 300 members plus about 80 children. This
congregation supports several preachers in their locale and their efforts have
resulted in several new congregations.

Demake's schedule is astounding. Each week when not travelling he
has a class one day for the women, another for the men, another for the youths
and another for the children. On Tuesdays he visits with members in the con-
gregation who seem to be weak. Monthly he makes trips to Boshana (10congre-
gations) and to OmoShalako (5congregations). Each of these is a walk of several hours from his home. Several
of these have begun in the last couple of years. Shekaena is fairly close to Boshana and quarterly he works
there with 16 congregations having approximately 2,000members. Eight of the preachers in our class at Ho-
sanna this year came from these churches.

Several years ago through a government program some Christians from his area were relocated to the
extreme Southwest of Ethiopia, near the border of Uganda. They wanted Demake to come and teach. Going as
close as he could by public transportation he then walked 8 hours to one and 12 hours to the other. There are
now.4 ~gr!Eations with_about 300 members in the Dewaro area and 2 congreg~tions with.~bout 180D].el!l:.....__
bers at Konta. Demake makes 2 trips to each of these each year. We left funds to provide his transportation for
2 of these trips.

During the winter months Demake goes to a neighboring village and, along with Yohonis Adisa,
teaches 27 preachers from 17 different congregations. Except when he is away on other trips they do this week-
ly.

In the past year, Demake's teaching resulted in 75 baptisms with 16 of these in his home congregation. I
marvel at his work. 'I-\e has 12 children and all are grown and away from home except one. His wife was seri-
ously ill during the past year and was hospitalized for a time. He continues his work.

When we first were going to the countryside we held classes only at Hosan-
na, which is central to two districts where there are many village churches.
Tsegaye, a Christian from farther south in the Sidamo area heard of these classes.
He took a bus to Awassa and another to Hosanna looking for Markos whom he
had known. Not finding him at Hosanna, he walked to Antcha (2hours) then to
Losho, where Markos lives (2 or 3 hours). Finding Markos, he asked if somebody
could come to his area and teach. He told of 21 places where small groups of
Christians were worshipping. In many cases it was a single family, rarely more
than 2 families together and no America preachers had been in that area for 40

years. Zerihun and another preacher made two trips to the area meeting each time with 15 men for 4 days.
When Steve Patton and I went to Ethiopia in 2006this area was included in our trip. When we got to

Tsegaye's village we found he had borrowed a large tent and approximately 180people were gathered includ-
ing people from each of those 21 areas. Many of them walked 6 to 8 hours to be present. Additionally, a num-
ber of local denominational people came. We taught for 2 days and had time for questions from the audience.
Returning to Addis Ababa the following day we received a phone call day reporting 14 baptisms after we left.

Today, there are 65 independent congregations in the Sidamo area and Tsegaye makes quarterly trips
visiting these brethren to encourage them. We help with his transportation for these visits and supply a little
supplement for his living expenses. Like most others he provides much of his living by his farming. Four of
the congregations in Sidamo are new this year. Tsegaye has been instrumental in working with local preachers
to help start all of these.

Much like it happened with Demake some Christians relocated to the extreme South near the border of
Kenya. There are 15 members in the congregation at Molaye and a larger group in the Oromea region where
19 have been baptized this year. Tsegaye makes 2 trips to each of these yearly. Public transportation takes 2
days each way for each of the trips. We are providing for two of his trips this year from funds that brethren
have supplied to us.

Several years ago some Christians were relocated farther West in Ethiopia at an area named Kaffe.
(Yes,coffee originated in this area and wears its name. Today coffee is one of the principal exports from Ethio-
pia). Markos Forde from the Hosanna area went to help teach here and with our financial help he has contin-
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ued yearly. This year he plans to move temporally to Kaffe and commute home 4 times during the year. He's do-
ing this in order to strengthen the new Christians in that area and to spread the gospel farther. We are helping
with some of his trips to his home.

I do not assume that all preachers in Ethiopia are working as hard or as effectively as these men I have.
mentioned but I am assured there are others who are (and I know of some of them). A young preacher named

Ayela in this past year has taught and baptized 4 preachers from the Apostolic church,
a Pentecostal type group. One of the men was a supervisor among the Apostolic
churches and was well supported. These 4 preachers have given up their financial
support and are now teaching the gospel. Ayela has a wife and child and another baby
is on the way. Because of her pregnancy she cannot continue her work as a mid-wife
and their finances are extremely limited. We helped some but he really does not get
enough for their living. I'm proud of the work he has done with a local congregation
and in reaching these denominational preachers.

Numbers of other preachers are doing good work and many congregations are growing. Several of the
churches have 200 to 500members. Requests come to our brethren repeatedly asking for someone to come to new
areas to tell about the Lord. Most of this growth is in the countryside villages. The works in the cities are not as
successful. City life there is not unlike our local experiences.

Future Trips
It is obvious from my report that the work in Ethiopia has a strong place in my heart. I thank the Lord that

I have had the opportunity to work there. I thank brethren who have made it possible for me to make these trips
and to help Christians there. The support by my wife cannot be overstated. She is a full partner in all I do.

Being "advan~in age" (I was 69 when I made my first trip) and knowing I could not always make the
trip, I have taken younger men with me so they could be fully connected with the work and the people. Steve Pat-
ton has made 8 trips to Ethiopia and this year our son, Scott, made his 9th. Both of them have done well in their
teaching and both are highly regarded by the Ethiopians.

My health is still good but it is not as easy for meta be away from home as it has been. Our plan is that
Scott and Steve will make the trip together next year. Scott and the Ethiopians insist that Scott and I would make
the trip the following year. (Janelle is more comfortable when the "old man" has his son with him). I have assured
Steve and Scott I will participate in the planning and the funding for their trip. The costs will be about the same
and I hope those who have helped in the past will continue as the need and the opportunities are great.

I'm quite sure it will not be easy for me to stand by and see these guys leave for a trip I have made 18
times. How thankful I am to God, to the supporting brethren, and to my good wife for permitting me to have a
part in this exciting work. Many who receive this have "partnered" with me in this effort. I hope you feel good
about what you have done and what has been accomplished. I sincerely thank you!


